NOTE  ON       A RELIGIOUS EXPERIENCE "
form, now makes him a proselytizer; he strives to
unite his brothers (" brother physician " in the
letter to Freud), to unite all mankind in love for the
father. The " saviour-tendency " is a well-known
peculiarity among certain educated classes of the
American people; how much stronger must this
tendency become when the individual in question
commands such profound and mysteriously won
knowledge of the Absolute. But it cannot be com-
pletely concealed that even this all-embracing love
is essentially nothing but a reaction to extreme
rebellious impulses. Its explosive quality, its
eagerness to convert, derives from those repressed
aggressive impulses. Just so an unconscious desire
betrays its intensity by the severity of the inhibition.
The very violence is diverted to the service of the
opposing factors. We can now understand the
development in the unconscious of the young
doctor's conversion as a regressive process. Thereby
we have cleared up much of the mystery. Now we
can also proffer a better evaluation of the psychic
situation which prevailed when the letter was
written :
Entschlafen sind nun wilde Triebe
Mitjedem ungestumen Tun,
Es reget sick die Menschenliebe,
Die Liebe Gottes regt sick nun.*
His religious faith, which has been gained at the
cost of so much conflict and which is retained
despite all the arguments of reason, is therefore the
*The wild desires no longer win us,
The deeds of passion cease to chain;
The love of Man revives within us,
The love of God revives again.
137